SAIOH Gauteng Branch Workshop
Feedback from the one day Workshop hosted by the Gauteng Branch of SAIOH- Southern African Institute for Occupational Hygiene, on 19 August 2010 at Shere View Lodge, Pretoria.

Delegates from industry, consultancies, government, and students gathered to meet at Shere View Lodge east of Pretoria on 19 August.
[image: image1.jpg]



Delegates registering for the Workshop
The Workshop was hosted by the Gauteng Branch of SAIOH as an opportunity to provide updates on some of the latest developments in occupational hygiene. Seven distinguished speakers made presentations on topics ranging from the role of SAIOH to nanotechnology and laboratory analysis of hygiene samples.
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Philip van Dyk and Melinda Venter at the Workshop.
The current president of SAIOH – Melinda Venter kicked off the event after registration and morning coffee. Melinda presented on the role of SAIOH and the importance of the Institute to Occupational Hygienists.
Philip van Dyk (Poltech) Chairperson of the SAIOH Gauteng Branch then presented an introduction to nanotechnology followed by a very compelling case study on nanotechnology by Dr. Jim Phillips from NIOH.
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Dr. Jim Phillips during his presentation.

During a break in the program the delegates got the opportunity to discuss and interact while enjoying tea and sandwiches.
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Students attending the Workshop
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Delegated taking the opportunity to network.
The proceedings continued with a presentation by Frik Beeslaar form NECSA on radiation. Frik is a registered 
Professional Scientist with HPCSA, and presented insightful facts on radiation.
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Philip Van Dyk along with Frik Beeslaar.
A presentation by Eugene Cowley from Chemtech on laboratory analysis followed. Eugene emphasised the importance of proper sampling to get reliable results. 
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Philip and Melinda with Eugene and Adrie Cowley.
All the delegates took the opportunity to enjoy lunch served outside in the beautiful sunshine.
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Delegates helping themselves to lunch.
After lunch Milly Ruiters (DoL) informed the delegates of the latest developments with legislation at Department of Labour. She emphasised the aim of the Department to promoting a principle of co-regulation.

The formal proceedings of the day were concluded with a presentation by Howard Palmer from Envirocon, highlighting new developments in hygiene monitoring equipment. 
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Howard Palmer and Milly Ruiters
During proceedings the SAIOH members had candid discussions on their expectation of the Institute with Council Members taking careful note. One matter concluded on was the arrangement of a national SAIOH Conference in August 2011.
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Delegates making suggestions on SAIOH activities.
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Members participating in discussions.
Delegates had the opportunity to visit various exhibition stalls outside the Workshop venue. 
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Exhibition stall of NAPAS
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Exhibition stall of AMS Haden
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Exhibition stall for SKC
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Exhibition for Envirocon

NAPAS, AMS Haden, SKC and Envirocon all exhibited the latest monitoring equipment they had to offer for the field of occupational hygiene and environmental monitoring.

Other exhibition stalls that compelled delegates to visit was LexisNexis/Ergosaf, E & R Signs and Safety, Dräger and Water Lab.

All exhibitions were very informative and delegates had the opportunity to discuss relevant matters with the knowledgeable representatives.
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Dräger
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E & R Signs and Safety
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LexisNexis/Ergosaf
The SAIOH Gauteng branch would like to take this opportunity to thank all delegates who attended the workshop and made it worthwhile. Thank you to all the presenters who took out time to join us on the day.
A special vote of appreciation goes out to the companies taking part in the exhibitions and those who sponsored items for the Workshop, iohsolutions and Poltech.
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